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THE sketches which M. Renan gives us of his
early life are what we should have looked for
from the writer of the Vie de Jtsus. The story
of the disintegration of a faith is supposed com-
monly to have something tragic about it. We
expect it to be a story of heart-breaking disenchant-
ments, of painful struggles, of fierce recoils against
ancient beliefs and the teachers who bolstered them
up; of indignation at having been so long deceived ;
of lamentation over years wasted in the service of
falsehood. The confessions of St. Augustine, the
biography of Blanco White, the letters of Lamennais,
at least agree in the witness which they bear to the
bitter pangs and anxieties amid which, in their case,
the eventful change came about. Even Cardinal
Newman's Apologia, self-restrained and severely con-
trolled as it is, shows no doubtful traces of the con-
flicts and sorrows out of which he believed himself to
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